and the IF of CCLM (r = 0.942; p < 0.001) have displayed a highly significant linear increase over time, the progression of CCLM is more pronounced compared to that of its scientific category ( Figure 1 ). This is clearly emphasized by the fact that the IF of CCLM was ~14% lower than the aggregate IF of the "Medical Laboratory Technology" subject category in 2008, whilst it has now become ~44% higher in 2017.
This important achievement for CCLM is indeed paralleled by a comparable success of the "Medical Laboratory Technology" subject category. Figure 2 , which summarizes the progression of the aggregate IF trend of "Geriatrics and gerontology", "Medical Laboratory Technology", "Medicine, general and internal", "Medicine, research and experimental", "Radiology, Medical Imaging" and "Surgery" during the past 10 years, clearly shows that "Medical Laboratory Technology" has gradually increased its prominence, displaying a steady enhancement, with an overall 12.5% increase compared to the year 2008 that is only second to the category "Surgery" (Figure 2 ), thus strengthening the important concept that laboratory medicine is a core of science and medicine [6] .
Albeit we are still struggling to safeguard the praiseworthiness of our journal from predatory publishers [7] , it cannot be denied that the efforts devoted to make CCLM a distinguished journal in the constellation of laboratory medicine are increasingly being rewarded. In particular, we would like to emphasize that we are navigating between Scylla (the search for a valuable IF) and Charybdis (the mission to publish interesting and useful papers for the broader readership of the journal and, in particular, for laboratory professionals). In the accomplishment of this goal, we must really thank all the associate editors, the editorial board members, our reviewers, our contributors, our readers and, last but not least, all the editorial staff of the journal for making it possible to reach this further exceptional achievement.
Author contributions: All the authors have accepted responsibility for the entire content of this submitted manuscript and approved submission.
